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 SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 

 
“The Christian Life Should Be ‘Habit-Forming’” 

With few exceptions, almost every First Lady has left an indelible legacy, as have their husbands. First            
Lady, Nancy Reagan, expressed a heart-felt desire to reach out to those who have struggled with either         
alcohol or drug addictions. Perhaps you remember her motto: “Just Say, ‘NO!’”  
 

Since the late ’80’s, the percentage of opioid addictions has reached epidemic proportions involving          
young and old alike.     

Many Americans suffer from what has been described as: “addictive-compulsive” behavior. If left                
unchecked, what may begin as a casual indulgence can sometimes lead to an abusive lifestyle. 
 

However, there are certain habits which are worth pursuing. After all, growth, as in spiritual growth,                 
is an essential ingredient in the life of every Christian. No one wants to be stagnant. In his daily                     
devotional, Grace for the Moment, Max Lucado writes: “Maturity is mandatory.” He continues,                  
“When a Christian stops growing, help is needed. If you are the same Christian you were a few months        
ago, you should be concerned. You might need to get a checkup. Not on your body, but on your heart.” 
 

Lucado suggests there are four habits which should become a regular part of our daily routine. The first       
habit he prescribes is prayer. In the late ’90’s, the Barna Research Group conducted a study on how           
much time a Christian spends in prayer. A large majority of those polled spent less than an hour each week        
in prayer. Even many pastors spent only a few minutes each day in prayer and devotions.  
 

The second habit Lucado recommended was study. Most pastors and clergymen excelled in this activity,    
while most laymen did not. An overwhelming majority of Christians spend less than an hour each week      
reading their bibles. So, it should come as no surprise that here in America, Christians have become                
illiterate when it comes to knowledge of the Bible.  
 

The third habit Lucado mentions is giving. What has been called “The Greatest Generation”, comprised         
of those who lived through the Depression of the 1920’s and served during the Second World War, learned 
what  it was like to live without. Yet, that generation has by far been the most charitable in terms of what     
tithing represents: money, time, and talents. They discovered the true meaning sacrifice (“selfless giving”).   
 

NOTE: Since the 1950’s, however, each succeeding generation has given less financially to: churches,          
para-church ministries, charitable and other non-profit organizations. This despite the fact of ever-increasing 
household income(s).                

The fourth habit that each Christian should engage in is fellowship. Since the apostolic era, the Church has 
flourished and been strengthened when the people of God worship and fellowship on a regular basis. This 
should occur not only on Sunday morning, but throughout the week in Bible study groups and informal      
gatherings in people’s homes. 
 

For the past few weeks, Sammie and I have invited elders, deacons and other members over for informal      
Friday night gatherings with dessert and coffee. As a couple we’re also prayerfully considering hosting a 
‘round circle’ Bible study where members and friends are welcomed to come and discuss a variety of             
biblical topics.                 

Have a care, 
Pastor Cooper 



Finance Committee Report 
 

For the month of August our unrestricted contributions 
were $16,537.00 and our expenses were $24,452.00. 
 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
  

Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance Fund totaled 
$100.00 for the month of August. This fund is used for 
building and maintenance expenses and to cover 
emergency costs that may arise. 
             Your Finance Committee 
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September                       
Birthdays 



   September                                
Anniversaries 





SEPTEMBER  ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Curley, Jim & Pat   09/02 
Blackburn, Mike & Carol  09/04 
*Bennett, Doug & Sherry   09/13 
Simmons, Miriam & *Carroll  09/19 
*Gossard, Earl & Nancy   09/30 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

*Gregerson, Jim   09/01 
*Tague, Dave    09/01 
Allen, Jim    09/03 
Allen, Esther     09/07 
*Miller, Jane    09/07 
Adams, Louise   09/08 
Blackburn, Carol   09/08 
Coulson, Lowell   09/10 
Berg, Della    09/14 
French, Patti    09/14 
Thayer, Barbara   09/15 
Hossele, Tony    09/16 
McWhirter, Sammie   09/16 
Suddarth, Elinor   09/26 
Walls, Gordon    09/26 
Savold, Jerry    09/28 

We would like to thank everyone for their 
prayers, calls, cards and presence at my 
Dad’s Funeral Service. We are grateful to 
each of you for making his passing a little 
easier!  
  With grateful hearts, Smokey  
  & Patti French, Bill Bohm 

 

 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
 

Ladies, we are excited to start the fall 
Women’s Bible Study on Monday, 

September 25 at 10:00 AM in Fellowship Hall. The 
study book will cost $5.00.  
 

Our study this year will be “The Messiah”. It will   
cover the texts behind Handel’s Masterpiece. This 
study will lead us through Scripture passages used in 
Handel’s Messiah that highlight who Jesus is and what 
He came to do. 
 

Every year we marvel at this masterpiece. Perhaps this 
study will give us a greater understanding of it. 
 

Look for a sign-up sheet in the Resource Center soon. 
We are thinking of actually coming together at 9:30 
AM for Michele to lead some music and enjoy some 
fellowship. We will let you know. 
 

Blessing,  
Sammie and Michele 

 

 



September 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 
 

26 27 28 29 30 

Worship Service 
10:AM 

Communion 

Men’s Breakfast 
at Tivoli Gardens 
8:00 AM 

Prayer Service 
9:00 AM 

Ukulele Group 
1:00 PM 

Jewish Group 
6:30 PM to 9:30 PM 

Worship Service 
10:AM 

Prayer Service 
9:00 AM 

Finance Meeting 
10:00 AM 

Session Meeting 
1:00 PM 

Worship Service 
10:AM 

Men’s Bible Study 
8:00 AM 
NW Conference  
Room 

Prayer Service 
9:00 AM 

Jewish Group 
High Holidays 

Rosh Hashanah 
9:30 AM to 1:00 PM 

Ukulele Group 
1:00 PM 

Missions Meeting 
1:00 PM 

Worship Service 
10:AM 

Women’s Bible    
Study                   

10:00 AM 

Prayer Service 
9:00 AM 

Deacon Meeting 
9:00 AM 

Jewish Group 
Yom Kippur 

6:30 PM to 9:30 PM 

Jewish Group 
Yom Kippur 

6:30 PM to 9:30 PM 

Worship & Music 
Meeting 

10:00 AM 


